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“1t is beneficance on the Muslims that he inclucated in their hearts the sentiments of great-
ness and extreme respect for their Master Prophet Muhammad (Sallallahu-Alaih—c-Wasallam). His
efforts also served as a monitoring and controlling lever on the temperament of the opponents
resulting in the improvement in their atitutde towards ALLAH and the Prophet of ALLAH
(Sallaila.hu-Alaih-e-Wasallam) and decline in the use of irresponsible languages and filthy meta-
phors used in their religious speeches and writings”.

This is a historical truth that positive results were produced of the sincere efforts of Imam
Ahmad Raza. This was witnessed by the return of many Muslims to the Path of The Favoured
which included personalities like, Maulana Abdul Bari Farangi Mahali, Maulana Muhammad Ali
Johar, Maulana Shaukat Ali, Maulana Suleman Shah Phulwari, Maulana Syed Shah Abu Suleman,
Mohammad Abdul Mannan Qadri Azimabadi, Sirajul Fuqaha, Maulana Sira] Ahmad Sahab Khan-
puri, Maulana Jafer Shah Phulwari and many others.

It is necessary that the universal appeal of Imam Ahmad Raza's message of “Love and
Slavery of Prophet Muhammad (Sallallahu-Alam-e-Wasallam)" is emphasised and perveyors of
sectarianism, which is the result International Zionist-cum-Christian conspiracy, are held in check
so that essential unity of Muslim Ummah is preserved and strengthened for the greater good of
Muslim world and for the benefit of the mankind as a whole.

Imam Ahmad Raza once said; “The love for ALLAH the Merciful and His Prophet the
Mercy for universe is sO deep in my heart that if I cut my heart in two pieces you will, Insha’allab
find engraved the name “ALLAH” on one piece and that of “MUHAMMAD” (Sallaltahu-Alaih-

e-Wasallam) on the other”.

The following verses of the Holy Quran testify his claim and narrate in short his biography.
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«And those who believe in ALLAH and the Last day of Judgement shall not be found
friendly with those who are enemies of ALLAH and His Prophet even if they happen to be their
fathers, sons, brothers and kith and kin. «with those He will engrave faith on their hearts, assist

. them with a spirit from Himself”. They are people in whose heart ALLAH has engraved faith and

extended His support through sacred spirit”.
(From the urfderlined portion of these verses he computed his year of birth: 1272 A.H.)

This diy demands deep reflection and asks for renewed dedication to the ideals that Ala
Hazrat Imam Ahmad Raza (may peace be upon him) Rehmatullah Alaih lived and died for.

Unless the “Millat” responds to the call that Imam Ahmad Raza held supreme and dearer
than his life any homage to him, however passionately expressed, will only create 2 stir on the
surface without touching the soul.

In fact, he lived for a mission and died for a cause. He breathed his last while whispering
Kalma-c-Tayyaba on Friday the 25th of Safar 1340 A.H. (October 28,1921 A.D) at the time of
Jumah Prayer when PROCLAIMER OF PRAYER (MOAZZIN) was calling “Come to Prayer”,

" «Come to Welfare”, May ALLAH bestow upon his grave blessings of His own and of Kis beloved

Prophet Muhammad (Sallallahu-Alaﬂm-Wasallam) (Ameen)!

p
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Imam Ahmad Raza denounced in the strongest terms the reprehensible attitude of such
elements. If this is a crime, he committed it.

Imam Ahmad Raza, infact, served as a strong fort for the defence of Islamic Shariah and the
sanctity of Prophet (Sallallahu-Alaih-e-Wasallam).

While giving caution to the Muslim brethren not to mixup with the enemies of Prophet
(Sallailahu-Alaih-e-Wasallam) he admonishes in one of the letters in the following ways:-

“Muhammad Mustafa (Sallallahu-A&pih_-e-Wasgllary) is checking you. He is more well wisher
of your soul than your own-self. ( 245 =0 )

His heart feels pain on you) trouble. ( oas L",‘J“_/JJ;‘/
By God He is more affectionate to you than a beloved mother to her only son.
Lo!

Listen Him. Hold his hands. Clinch to his feet. He orders you to be aloof from them and
keep them aloof from yourself. .

Lest they may not prevail upon you to xpgke you astray and to pu} you lnto)tropble."
(ZC XI5 Bims S Fo 55 2t )
In another place he shakes the heedless Muslim Ummah in the following words.

“What a p-ity? If some-one calls bad names to your father you are after his blood. You hate
him like any thing. You are bent upon to kill him if you could catch hold of him. You are-not
prepared to listen any other argument or further explanation of what is said. But alas! You do
listen all such and similar abuses and obscenity in case of your Master, the beloved Prophet of
ALLAH Muhammad (Sallallahu-Alaih-e-Wasallam) and remain unmoved! And still you treat the
reprehender a responsible man and call him your Imam, leader and well wisher! Not only that but
you become hostile to those who are critical of such lunatic persons. To support them you tryout
lame excuses, false interpretations and uncalled for explanations of their filthy remakrs, knowingly

that all this is being done at the cost of the honour and prestige of Prophet Muhammad (Sallallahu-
Alaih-e-Wasallam).

What Islam is it?

Is it Islam?”

Imam Ahmad Raza has devoted his life to inculcate that the believers should bow in rever-
ence to the Holy Prophet (Sallallahu-Alaih-e-Wasallam) in terms of the teaching of Quran and
place him sbove everything in point of reverence and devotion. They should, in fact, send saluta-
tion to him. To Fazil Bareilvi, the least appearance of lack of difference to the Prophet has been
intolerable. Aspersion of the sacred personality of the beloved Prophet of ALLAH is more serious
than injury to his own person. Explaining why he could not be stopped from condemning the
disparagers, he said that he got satisfaction from the fact that he had at-least succeeded in divert.
ing them from profanation of the sanctity of the Holy Prophet (Sallallahu-Alath-e-Wasallam)
at the cost of his own humiliation and defamation at the hands of such elements.

Imam Ahmad Raza has recalled the teaching of Quran to respect Prophet Muhammad
(Sallallahu-Alaih-e-Wasallam) and cautions the Muslims that this is not respecting or revering a
mere human being but as the greatest and noblest person ever sent by ALLAH to the mankind to
serve as 2 model and perfect man. Fazil Bareilvi has delivered the message of Quran that our Master
Holy Prophet (Sallallahu-Alajh-e-Wasallam) is the greatest blessing of ALLAH on the earth. There
could be no greater SIN than saying or doing any-thing which has the slightest sign of lack of
respect to him. Therefore, accordingly, anything which reflects on him in any way is a heinous sin

which invites the greatest wrath of the Almighty ALLAH and leads to depreciators eternal
condemenation. :

As a matter of fact, Fazil Bareilvi symbolises deflance in the face of the Zionist-cum-Christian
anti-Islamic formidable forces and standing upto the shrewd and powerful apponents of “THE
PATH OF MUSTAFA" (“NIZAM-E-MUSTAFA™") and “THE POSITION OF MUSTAFA"
(“MAQAM-E-MUSTAFA") regardless of the cost. To quote Allama Abdul Hameed, Vice Chancel-
lor of Nizamia University, Hyderabad Daccan (India).
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] The propogation of Wahabi thoughts and the circulation of their literature have irritated thé
Muslims all over the world and invited tremendous uproar in the general Muslim masses and

uszkr:loelnse resistence and opposition from the venues of Ulemas, Mashaikhs and renowned Muslim
ars.

] The entire intellectual and literary strength of the Muslim world which could better be
utilised for Socio-political improvement, Economic development and Educational betterment of
Muslim Socicties was thus deliberately diverted by the anti-Islamic-Ziono-Christian forces to fight
against each other on the internal front.

During the last two centuries Imam Ahmad Raza appears to be the only personality who

realised the spectrum of anti-Islamic and anti-Prophet forces and stood firm in their ways to meet
their challenge.

~ He resisted all those movements which were in any way against Islam and the dignity of
Prophet Muhammad (Sallallahu-Alaih-e-Wasaﬂam). He always upheld the Flag of the honour and
reverence of the Holy Prophet as ever hoisting on the highest attitude.

The pivot of his own personality, the centre of all his knowledge and the achievement of his
life was the excellent conduct of Prophet (Sallanahu-Alaih-e-Wasallam) and a devoted profound
Jove for him.

He understood and made others understood the real perspective of this Quranic verse.

“That the Prophet has been created on excellent conduct”. To put in his own words:

“My interest in life is the performance of three jobs:

1. To avail of my full strength in the support of my Lord the leader of Prophets (Sallallahu-
Alath-e-Wasallam) in the face of all anti-Prophet-Zino-Christian forces.

2. To wipe out all anti-Islamic practices from among the Muslims.

3. To issue judicious pronount':ement (FATWAS) according to my capability on the lines of

“HANAFI SCHOOL OF THOUGHT".
This he proved throughout his life. He fought on all counts of life with the enemies of
Prophet (Sallallahu-Alaih-e-Wasallam) the enemies outside the Muslims and the enemies

within the ranks of Muslims.

Bestowed with fervency of love for Prophet Muhammad (Sallallahu-Alaih—e-Wasallam) he
became a symbol of an International Movement for preservation of love and upholding the
sanctity of the Last Prophet (Sallallahu~Alaih—e-Wasallam).

Muslims all over the world who love ALLAH and His beloved Prophet (Sallallahu-Alaih-e-
Wasallam) and follow the path of Quran and Sunnah are Proud to call themselves “BAREILVI"
after his name, irrespective of the age and place. It is not without striking significance that Muslims
of today derive inspiration and substenance from the shinning example of his self sacrifices in the
path of Shariah and upholding the values of the traditions of Hallowed Prophet (Sallallahu-Alaih-
e-Wasallam). For decades Imam Ahmad Raza had been watching two trends in Muslim Sodciety:

1.  Belief in teachings of Prophet Muhammad (Sananahu-Alaih-e-Wasanamj being eroded and

2. Compliance with the injuction of the Shariah slackening only because of the loss of love and
attachment with the beloved Prophet of ALLAH (Sallallahu-Alaih-e-Wasalla.m).

For half a century Imam himself had also been seeing covert and overt developments culmi-
nating in the uprising of such Zionist-Character elements, within and out side the Muslims, who
had started undermining the importance of Prophet’s personality as the unifying force of Muslim
Ummah and tried to sacrilege the honour of Prophet Muhammad (Sallallahu-Alaih-e-Wasallam).

He stood like rock in the way of those who lost the sense of reverence and spoke in disparag-
ing terms about ALLAH and His Hallowed Prophet (Sallallahu-Alaih—e-Wasallam). He refuted their
ideas with undeniable arguments in the light of Quran and Sunnah. .
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1.  “To think of Prophet (Sallallahu-Alaih-e-Wasallam) while offering prapyer is worst than
thinking of once own cattle”.
(Sirat-e-Mustaqeem, Page 95 — by Ismail Dehivi).

“In, the opinion of general public the Prophet Muhammad (Saﬂaﬂahu-Mﬁhe-Wasaﬂm)
was the last of all Prophets because he was born in the last of all previous Prophets of
ALLAH. However, intellectuals know that the quality of being last or first (time wise) is

[ 5]

not a matter of prestige by itself. . ... ... Even if, we suppose, the emergence of a Prophet
after the Prophet Muhammad (Sallallahu-Alajh-e-Wasallam) it will not make any difference-
to his speciality of being last”.

(Takhzeerunnas Page 3 and 28 by Molvi Qasim Nanutwi of Deoband).

3. “To sum up, the point fo.g consideration is that in order to prove that the Prophet had the
knowledge of the circumrence of Earth like Satan and Angel of Death without giving any
clearly stated grounds but only on the basis of whimsical analogy is an act of Polythesim
and not Faith. The extensive knowledge of Satan and Angel of death has been amply proved
by clearly stated grounds whereas, in case of the Prophet, it is not so. Therefore refutation
of clearly stated grounds is nothing but Polythesim”.

(Brahee-n<-Qatea, Page 51 — Molvi Khalil Ahmad Anbethwi).

4.  *“lam Ahmad which is the meaning of Quranic Verses:
m cljhe anouncer of goods news of the Prophet who will follow me and whose name is
ad”.

(Ek Ghalati Ka [zala Page 673 — by Mirza Ghulam Ahmad Qadyani).
j5. “ALLAH can lie but He does not”
(Fatawa-e-Rasheediah, Page 10 — by Molvi Rashid Ahmad Gangohi).
6.  “ALLAH had the discretionary power to know the unknown whenever He likes™.

(Taqwiat-ul-Iman Page 23 — by Ismail Dehelvi).

7. “Thus, if the knowledge of the ‘unseen’, according to* Zaid, is applicavle to his sacred per-
sonality* the question arises as to what is meant by this ‘unseen’. If he means ‘some unseen’
or the ‘whole unseen’. In case, he means ‘some unseen’ then it has not the speciality of his
respected personality, because such knowledge of ‘unseen’ is known to each Zaid and Amr,
rather to every lunatic, mad, nay, to all living beings and animals™. ' —

(‘Hifzul Iman’ Page 8 — By Moulvi Ashraf Ali Thanvi).

A simple reading of the above will surely spark the flame of anger and agony in the heart
of every Muslim who has slightest love for Prophet (Sallallahu-Alaih-e-Wasallam).

Imam Ahmad Raza has performed his duties while defending the honour of ALLAH and the
Prophet (Sallallahu-Alaih-e-Wasallam) and checked the attack on the honour of ALLAH and His
beloved Prophet. This was also admitted by many among the disparagers themselves. Moulvi
Ashraf Ali Thanvi remarked that Ahmad Raza was a true lover of Prophet and he rightly con-
demned his (Thanvis) writings in that spirit. Moulvi Sanaullah Amratsari admitted that it was
incumbent on Moulana Ahmad Raza Khan to issue condemnation on aspersive writings of Wahabis
as the interpretation of these writings as understood by him deserved it.

An analysis of the Wahabi literature, whether written by the Wahabis of Najid or their coun-
terparts in the Sub-Continent of Indo-Pak shows that it always embraces three special characteris-
tics:—

1. Sacrilege of the sanctity of the Holy Prophet (Sallallahu-Alaih-e-Wasallam) in the name of
unity of ALLAH.

2. Pronouncing all the Muslims of the world except Wahabis as infidel (Kafir) and Polytheist
(Mushrik) in the name of unity of Ummah. .

3. All such writters are totally deprived of the sense of reverence.



2.8

6. To distribute new literatures on Islamic Studies redefining therein the concept of unity of
ALLAH and introducing in disparaging terms the concept of the term of Messenger of
ALLAH and the position of the holy Prophet (Sallallahu-Alaih-e-Wasallam).

7. To destroy all historical monuments and sacred relics inclusive of the Holy Tomb (Mazar--
Aqdas) of Prophet Muhammad (Sallallahu-Alaih-e-Wasallam) on the lame excuse of destroy-
ing the signs of Polytheism (SHIRK). Mawahids of Najid, later on called Wahabis after the
name of their founder Muhammad Bin Abdul Wahab, had declared themselves as- true
Muslims and the rest of the world Muslims as infidel (KAFIR) and Polytheist (MUSHRIK).

The pages of History have proved that the Zino-Christian forces acting according to their
plan have succeeded not only in dismantling into small pieces the greatest Muslim State of
Usmania Dynasty but also in bringing into power such fascist-cum-anti-Islamic personalities and
discarded religious Muslims monorities which fully served their purposes and gave a fatal blow to
the unity of Muslim Ummah. The most unfortunate happening as a result of this conspiracy was
theestablishment of Zionist State in Palestine and Christian-Cum-Other minorities dominated
state in Lebanon the soil which was ruled by Muslims since the days of Hazarat Umar Farooq
(Radhiallah-0-Anhu).

During the end of the eighteenth century the Wahabi ideas were also imported into Indian
Sub-continent when some Indian Ulemas like Syed Ismail Dehelvi, Syed Ahmad of Raibareily
and Rasheed Ahmad Gangohi etc. were influenced by Wahabi’s thoughts after they developed
contacts with the followers of Mohammad Bin Abdul Wahab during their pilgrimage of Makkahtul
Mukaramazh. The thoughts of this school were further introduced in the sub-continent through
the translation of Mohammad Bin Abdul Wahab’s books into persian and Urdu by Ismail Dehelvi
and his followers followed by their own writings on the subject.

Following are the names of some of the renowned and learned religious Scholars of the
Muslim World who took exception to the ideas of this movement which encouraged the sacre-
ligence of ALLAH, the Holy Prophet Muhammad (Sallallahu-Alaih-e-Wasallam) and his traditions.
They resisted the movement with full force of their knowledge by holding public debates and
writing books:—

1.  Allama Ibne Abedin Shami of Damascus.

2. Allama Syed Ahmad Zaini Dahlan of Makkah.

3. Sheikh Suleman Bin Atdul Wahab brother of Mohammad Bin Abdul Wahab of Najid.
4.  Allama Syed Alvi Bin Ahmad Hasan Jbnul Qatbi.

5. Allama Jamil Effendi of Iraq.

6.  Allama Aboo Hamid Bin Marzooq

7. Mufti Saddruddin Dehlvi.

8.  Shah Abdul Aziz Dehlvi.

9.  Allama Abdul Haq Khairabadi.

10. Allama Naqi Ali Khan of Bareily.

11. Shah AAl-e-Rasool Ahmad of Marahra.

12. Shah Imdadullah Mahajir Makki.

13. Allama Yousuf Bin Ismail Nibhani, the Chief Justice of Beruit.
14. Shah Ahmad Saeed Mujadded Dehlvi.

15. Shah Fazl-e-Rasool Badayuni.

Some of the glaring examples of the sacrelige of the sanctity of Almighty ALLAH and the
hallowed Prophet (Sallallahu-Alaih-e-Wasallam) are as following: —
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3. 1t is therefore not incumbent on Muslims to follow each and every sayings and practice of
the prophet.

4, The Companions of the Prophet and their followers and followers of the followers were as
well the ordinary human beings who always made mistakes, therefore, they too, can not
become a standard guide for every Muslim,

5. Every Muslim, without the help of the traditions of Prophet Muhammad (Sallallahu-Alaih-e-
Wasallam) or/and the traditions of his Companions can practice Islam by studying the Holy
Quran directly by his own vision and wisdom. '

6.  Source of Islamic Jurisprudence (Shariah) other than Quran is questionable.

The introduction of above and similar obscene ideas in the Muslim Society were the result
of Ziono-Christian conspiracy against the Universal Religion Islam and the greatest and most
sacred personality of Holy Prophet Muhammad (Sallallahu-Alaih-e-Wasallam).

Not satisfied with this, they tried even to lift out the sacred body of the beloved Prophet
of ALLAH Muhammad (Sallallahu-Alaih-e-Wanllam) during the days of Sultan Nooruddin Zangi
which was foiled by him at the nick of time.

The Ziono-Christain conspiracy though weakend the power of Islamic State during the
course of time on many occassion and succeeded in creating many new sects in Islam out of Alhe-
Sunnah-Wal-Jamaah, but they however, could not succeeded in checking the spread of Islam and
expansion of its geographical territories.

Annoyed with the situation, Ziono-Christian conspirators have changed their strategy and
drew up well thought systematic plan in the beginning of the Eighteenth Century. The plan was
prepared in London and enjoyed full backing of all anti-Islamic forces of the time.

This was aimed to dismantle the Usmania Dynasty which was the symbol of Muslim strength
and unity at that time. For this the discarded religious Muslim Minorities, Jews and Christians
residing in the Usmania Dynesty were used as Agent. They included:—

Mawahids of Najid

Kharjees of Mascut

Darduse and Alavis of Lebanon and Syria

Saibis of Iraq.

Aliullahies and Parsis of Iran

Jews and Christians of Palestine, Syria and Lebanon
Hindus of the Sub-Continent.

\JC\U\Q};)!‘JP—‘

The plan reads as follows:—
1. To create racial, tribal, sectarian and linguistic hatered among the Muslims.

2. To encourage the use of wine, adultry, usuary and Pork in the Muslim Society with the help
of Jews and Christians and other Non-Muslims Communities living in Islamic States.

3. To damage and destroy the harmonious relationship and atmosphere of love and respect
between Ulemas and general Muslim Public by way of:

- Character assassination of Ulemas and Mashaikhs.

—  Infiltrating anti-Islamic personalities in disguise of (fake) Ulemas and Mashaikhs
in important cities of Islamic States and appointing trained Jew or Christain
Scholars, Orientists and teachers in the Universities of Constantinople, Baghdad,
Damascus and Qairo etc.

4. To shake the Muslim’s faith in “‘Sacred War” (Jehad).
5. To prove through distorted versions of Quran and Sunnah that the Prophet Muhammad

(Sallallahu-Alai}‘l-e-Wasallam) was not a man of eminence and reverence, and had no superio-
rity even over an ordinary man. :
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the words of the Quran literally to heart that the faith of Muslim is not perfect unless he holds him
dearer than his ownself.

~ He depicts the picture of the life of all those who embraced Islam on the hands of our
beloved Prophet Muhammad (Sallallahu-Alaih-e-Wasallum) in following verses :
o e
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(That who once gave his hand to the Beauty of universe, spontaneously sacrificd his life for
him as if he was so captivated by the charming lines of his hand).

Realising that this is the essence of Islam, he prays to ALLAH.
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(Love for the selected Holy Prophet is the life Blood for me. May ALLAH nourish and
" flourish it for ever).

Thus Imam Raza Barcilwi has learned this lesson of “Love” from the Companions of
Prophet and their followers, (Radhiallah-c-Anhum) and he madethis “‘Love for Prophet™ not only
a motto for his life but also a mission for his life. According to him the fundamental Article of
Faith, the “Kalma-e-Tayyabah”, consists of two affirmations : the universal truth, that there is
no God except ALLAH and that Muhammad (Sallallahu-Alaih-c-Wasallum\ is His Prophet. )

Thus the personality of the Holy Prophet (Sallallahu-Alaih-c-Walsallum) as such is insepara-
ble part of our fundamental faith. For the Muslims, he is the holiest of the holy as he was the
beloved of ALLAH Almighty Himself who has lavished praises on him again and again in the Holy
Quran in boundless measures. It is, therefore, incumbent on every believer to become an obe dient
slave of the Prophet Muhammad (Sallallahu-Alaih-e-Wasallam) in order to become an obedient
creature of ALLAH as Holy Quran puts it. z . PP
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(Mlﬁ-ﬁ:f{_é ’Léﬂlu){’:ﬁ""u\’\j’)
(O’Beloved Prophet’ tell the believers if you have been loving ALLAH, then follow me,
ALLAH will then love you). He is the means of communication of the final universal message of
ALLAH, the Greatest Blessing and Mercy for tbe man kind, n ay, for the whole universe.

The guidance from the Holy Prophet (Sallallahu-Alam-c-WasaUam) is to be sought not only
for the Welfare of this mundance world but also for the ultimate salvation in the hereafter. Imam
Ahmad Raza emphasises that in fact we owe our Faith and all the blessings of life, spiritual and
material to him. This demands that our devotion to him should be so great that we place him and
his reverence above every-thing and we should be prepared to lay down even our lves for him.

* Jamam Bareilwilhas also learned from the history of Islam that since the days of Prophet (Sallal-
1ahu-Alaih-e-Wasallam) and after words the anti-Islamic forces like Hypocrates, Jews and Christians
are determined to bring down the fall of Muslims. Failing in their efforts to win over them by
force they tried to weaken their Ideology and faith in Prophet (SaUaIlahu-Alaih-e-Wasallam) by

- preaching and propagating such ideas as undermining the sanctity, love and the importance of
Prophet Muhammad (Sallallahu-Alaﬂl-e-Wasallam). For they realised that the Muslims always hold
the Prophet in reverence to the utmost limits and held him in such a high esteem that they do not
care to sacrifice even their lives for him. He is of course, a unifying force for Muslim Ummah,
which differs sharply in race, colour, language,caste and creed.

These anti-Islamic forces penetrated into the Muslim Society in disguise of “newly coverted
Muslims” and tried to divide the Muslim Ummah on the basis of linguistic unity, nationality,
caste and creed, new faiths and believes. To give weight to their ideas they propagated that :—

1. Prophet Muhammad (Sallallahu-Alaih-e-Wasallam) was only an ordinary man like all other
human beings. His assignment was just to deliver the message of ALLAH and that isall, to

give an example, like a postman.

2. Tocrrishuman as such he also committed errors.
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ROLE OF IMAM AHMAD RAZA KHAN BAREILVI
IN UPHOLDING THE SANCTITY OF THE HOLY PROPHET
(SALLALLAHU-ALAH-E-WASALLUM)

By Wajahat Rasool Qadri

There is no dearth in Islamic History of such versatile personalities who have benefitted the
world with their knowledge, wisdom, innovative ideas, intelligence and insight. Imam Ahmad Raza
Khan S/o Naqi Ali Khan was one of such illustrious personalities who was born in Bareily (India)
on 14th June, 1856 A.D. (10th Shawal-al-Mukarram 1272 A.H.). He, infact, surprised the world
with the power of his wisdom and his complete command in different fields of knowledge. A born
genius and a man of multidimentional personality as he was, in a short period of time he earned
the world wide fame and was adorned with such titles, as Imam-e-Ahle-Sunnat, Aala Hazrat and
Fazil Bareilvi. Fazil Bareilvi had acquired basic education in FIQAH and HADITH mostly from his
learned father and his spritual Master (Sheikh) Shah Ml<-Rasool of Marahra. But he acquired
supremacy and command in almost 55 (fifty five) branches of knowledge of religious and Secular
fields on account of his self effort, superb intelligence, and high degree of understandifng. He had
a God-gifted talent and was indeed a disciple of the Beneficient (ALLAH). To put in his own

language:

“AQUISATION OF ALL THESE KNOWLEDGES IS THE BENEFICIENCE
OF MY MASTER THE LAST PROPHET OF ALLAH MOHAMMAD MUSTAFA
SALLALAHU-ALAH-E-WASALLUM".

Imam Sahib was an expert Jurist of his time in the courses of Quran, Sunnah, Islamic Juris-
prudence, Philosophy, Logic Mathematics, History, Mysticisim, Ethics, Astronomy, Astrology,
Algebra, Geometry, Trignometry, Logarithm, Persian, Arabic, Urdu and Hindi literatures (Pro- se
& Poetry), and many other fields and had written more than 1000 (One thousand) Books on
different subjects.

He had a remarkable quality of fast reading with understanding and Spontaneous writing
with message and meaning.

Like Sheikh Akber Mohiuddin Ibne-Arabi, the great Scholar and Mystic of his time, he wrote
many books out of the warmth of his knowledge and not out of his lust for fame.

But, above all, the most important characteristic which earned him a distinction among men
of letter and Scholars of reputation of his time, was his resolute faith in “ALLAH" and committed
love for His last Prophet Muhammad Mustafa, Ahmad Mujtaba (Sallallahu-Alajh-e-Wasallum).

It was this “Love for Prophet” which has been reflected in every aspect of his life, every
angle of his thoughts and every line of his writings. It was the light of this pure shining *“Love for
Prophet” which illuminated his personality as a “Becon of Light” for all Muslims.

He drew all strength, satisfaction and inspiration from this “Source of Light”. He himself
says in one of his verses in the praise of beloved Prophet of ALLAH (Sallallahu-Alaih-e-Wasallum).
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(O Raza! Don't be frightend!

Lo! Thou art the slave of the most selected person of ALLAH. Thou attprotected. Indeed thou
art protected).

He had a thorough knowledge of Quran, Sunnah and the related fields. He understood the
real temperament of the revelation of Quranic Verses and its style of address. He knew that the
message of Holy Quran cannot be understood without the light of illuminative traditions of our
Master th reverend Prophet Muhammad (Sallallahu-Alaih-e-Wasallum). Imam Ahmad Raza Khan
knew the secret by which the companions of Prophet became devoted Muslims. The secret was the
profound love they had for the Holy Prophet Muhammad (Sallallahu-Alaih-e-Wasallum). He took
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when a Jamaat Raza-i-Mustefa was established in Bareilly. Some of the members of this party
made their presence felt at the conference of the Jamiat-ul-ulama held in Bareilly in March 1921.
On that occasion,, Maulana, Sulaiman Ashraf, head of the theology department of Aligrah College
and Khalifa of Ahmad Raza Khan, argued that therc was no religious sanction for cooperation
with the Hindus, particularly with those who had perpetrated atrocitics on the Muslims of Arah,
Shabbad and Kartarpur in the course of communal violence.?® This summed up the attitude of
the Barelvis towards the Khilafat movement in general and the involvement of the Hindus in that
movement in particular. Maulana Sulaiman Ashraf was actually voicing the views of his pir which
were set out in the fatwa issued in carly 1920. In these Ahmad Raza Khan had declared that while
cooperation with the Hindus was forbidden, it was lawful with the ahl-i-kitab.>® Muhammad Mian
of Marchra quoted the Quranic injunctions to prove that the leadership of a mushrik in religious
matters was not permissible.“’ He was particularly harsh towards Abdul Bari and, in several ‘open
letters’, the hollowness of his knowledge of theology was sought to he exposed.*! Ahmad Raza
Khan also wrote many letters to Abdul Bari urging him to renounce his views on certain issues
concerning the Muslim community.*?

It appears that Abdul Bari was signed out for attack for threc main reasons. First, he was
the moving spirit behind the ulama—modernised Muslims—Congress alliance. Secondly, he
belonged to a line of ulama whom the Barelvis also included among their akabir or ancestor ulama.
Some of the Barelvi ulama had even studied at Firangi Mahai; so it was considered necessary to
prove that Abdul Bari had deviated from the path of his own akabir. Thirdly, Abdul Bari was also
a pir was travelling extensively and asserting his position as a pir of a long line to enlist the suppont
of the common Muslims. The dar-ul-ifa of Bareilly had become a khamqah and was frequented by
pirs and pir-adahs of various Khanqahs. So the Khanqahi ulama appear t0 have sprung up against
Abdul Bari in order to undermine his position as an alam-pir by exposing the fallacy of his logic
regarding political matters. '

The influence of the Khanqahs seem to have been greater than the madrasas. The modernised
Muslijms realised it and rallied round Abdul Bari. Ahmad Raza Khan also recognised the position
of Abdul Bari as a pir of a long line and resolved that he shduld have an equally impressive match
on his side. So which he organised the Jamaat-i-Anaur-ul-Islan*® in 1921 to combat the Khilafat
movement, his eyes fell on Muhammad Mian., a young theologian and pir of the Khanqah-i--
Barkata*® of Marehra. Muhammad Mian expressed the same views which Ahmad Raza Khan held
on Khilafat and non-cooperation.

The measures adopted for the implementation of the aims and objectives of Jamaar are not
clear. It appears, however, that after the death of Ahmad Raza Khan in 1921, the Barelvi school
became divided into many groups or silsilars—Nareema.
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Deoband'® as ‘infidels’ beause of their views on the Prophet. Over the years, the estragement
between the Barelvis und the Deobandis continued and they extended to political issues as well,
As is well known, the political upheavals in Turkey provided a basis for an aliance between the
wlgma and the western-cducated Muslims. Morcover, events between 1911 and 1915 paved the way
for a rapproachment between the Congress and several Muslim groups, culminating in the Luck- .
now Pact of December 1916. Ahmad Raza Khan watched these developments with unease. He was
. disturbed by the conciliatory mood of the ulama, and their willingoess!® cooperate with the
‘Hindu dominated” Congress. He therefore condemned the ulama, particularly those from
Deoband, for their ‘seli-out’ and opposed the Lucknow Pact vigorously. His outbursts were of
great significance because of his reputation as a distinguished theologian of the Figh-i-Hanafi,
and above all, as a pir of considerable influence. . ,

Ahmad Raza Khan wrote over a thousand books and pamphiets which influenced many. He
founded a dar-ululum called Manzar ul-Islam in 1905 which was able to draw students from
different regions in India. His views were sought on a wide variety of social, religious, and political
affairs, and he provided guidance to many.!” including those from established khanqahs.'® Many
of his disciples'® and khalifas®® later founded modrasas which soon developed into important
spiritual centres. Some took up teaching,?! such as Maulana Sulaiman Ashraf?? who headed the
theology department of the M.A.O. College, Aligarh; while others swelled the ranks of the pesh-
imams in the mosques.**

The Maulana also expressed his views on politics. His first fatwa on a political issue was issued
in 1888-89 in the form of a risalah entitled Aalam al-Eilam be-anna Hindustan Dar wl-Islam. The
farwa, formulated in a purely theological framework, declared India under the British as dar ul-
Islam.?® This was an extraordinary posture, especially because of his apparent hostility to the
British India. It is reported that he used to affix postage stamps on envelopes by turning it upside
down, claiming that he had disagraced George V by lowering his head.?$ He also refused to appear
in British law-courts.?® ‘

Ahmad Raza Khan also wrote on a number of other issues which concerned many Muslims.
For instance, he disapproved of the activities of the Anjuman-i-Khuddam-i-Kaa‘ba and is reported
to have argued that the ‘Anjuman’ by admitting to membership adherents of all kinds of unortho-
dox sects, is really subversive of Islam and is therefore unworthy of support.?” Syed Ismail Hasan,
of Marchra.?® who endorsed Ahmad Raza Khan's opinion emphatically, argued that the Anjuman
should not enlist the support of the bedin and badma-hab, and that it should conform to the
shariz and the belief agaid-i-immamia) of the Hazrat Ahl-i-sunnat wa-alJamaat.*®

Ahmad Raza Khan was alarmed at the growing cooperation between the wama of Deoband
and Firangi Mahat and the Congress. He regarded their rapproachement as unschievour (sarapa
fasad) and considered Gandhi as an enemy of Muslims who exploited them to further the political
objectives of the Hindus. And when Swam Shardhanaud addressed a Friday congregation at the
Juma Masjid in Delhi, Ahmad Raza Khan and his followers were quick to condemn the use of the
mosque for ‘worldly purposes’. Maulana Muhammad Mian of Marehra.3® a dedicated follower of
Maulana Ahmad Raza Khan, described the mosque as the ‘Khana-i-Khuda’ and arguesd that the
sharia did not allow any other form of woildly activities.>! Moreover, the public meetings, orga-
nised with the special purpose of voicing opposition to the ‘law of the country’, were a mundane
affair and did not have the sanction of the sharia.®® Regarding the e yance of non-Muslims in
mosques it was explained that according to the Hanafi figh only zimmis could enter the mosques.
In the Islamic state Qazis settled the affairs of the zimmis in mosques and, therefore, plaintiffs
and respondents could not be excluded from the mosques®® Such views could neither foster
Hindu-Muslim integration nor promote Hindu-Muslim unity.

It appears that Gandhi attempted to cultivate Ahmad Raza Khan and to allay his fears and
suspivious about the Congress involvement in the Khilafat movement. But this was of no avail.
Ahmad Raza Khan declined to meet the Mahatma.** In his discussion with the Ali Brothers he
reiterated his opposition to the Hindu-Muslim alliance.>S The message was clear. The Barrelvis
could not submit to the leadership of Gandhi. He also argucd that it was dangerous for Muslims
to join any anti-British movement, particularly when the community was educationally and econo-
mically backward.>® Consequently, the Khilafat movement with its anti-British overtones was
fraught with serious dangers for the Indian Muslims.

All this is not to suggest that Ahmad Raza Khan had no sympathy for the Turkish cause. In
fact, he suggested various measures in order to help the Turks, such as the raising of funds.®’
What irritalzd him most was the Hindu dominance of a Muslim religious movement, the growing
cooperation between the #*+/> and the Congress leadership, and the surrender of certain Muslim
practices like cow-slaughter. A serious effort to combat such tendencies was made in January 1921



i e

22

The Barelvis and the
Khilafat Movement

Prof Syed Jamaluddin
NEW DELHI

The Barelvi School and its founder, Maulana Ahmad Raza Khan (1856-1921), have not received
adequate attention. This paper attempts to fill in this lacunae by placing the school. its ideology,
and its role in the Khilafat movement in a historical perspective.

Ahmad Raza Khan belonged to a noble zamindar family of Bareilly.] His father, Maulana
Nagi Khan, sent him to maktabs and madrasas in the neighbouring areas where he completed his
education in 1869—the year when he issued his first fatwa. By 1904, Ahmad Raza Khan’s fame
and influence spread beyond the confines of India. His views on various religious issues and his
participation in theological debates had widespread appeal, and he gained an impressive group of
adherents. These were the followers of the Ahl-i-Sunnat or the Barelvi school.

The Bareilvi school emerged in reaction to the movement of Muhammad bin Abdul Wahab
and in oposition to the religious ideas of Shah Waliullah, Shah Ismail and the Deobandi ulama.?
The followers of the theological school were in agreement with Shaykh Abdul Haq of Delhi (155-
1642) and endorse his maxims in testimoney of their beliefs.® Like Maulvi Fazl Haq of Khairabad

-(1797-1861) and Maulvi Fazl-i-Rasul of Budaun, Ahmad Raza Khan also stressed the need for

conformity (taqlid) and the importance of combating the here-beliefs of the wlamna of the line of
Shah Ismail of Delhi.* This has led historians to describe the Barelvi movement as socially retro-
gressive and backward-looking. Thus W.C. Smith considers the Barelvi school as ‘moribund’. *It
expresses and sustains’, he observes, ‘the social and religious customs of a decadent people . . . It is
socially accommodating, winking perhaps at the drinking of wine and the like: but at the same
time it adheres to the prevailing superstitions, sain’ worship, and degradations. The Barelvi clergy
accept the piteous villages of India as they find them; and their Islam is not without qualification
or critieism of the actual religion of those villagers’. The Fatawa-i-Rizvia provides a oorrective to
many such false notions regarding the Barelvi movement. These need to be closely examine.!

During his lifetime, Ahmad Raza Khan concerned himself with several issues. He was princi-
pally concerned to eliminate all those aspects in Indian Islam which had Hindu influence. He
therefore forbade the prostration at sufi shrines, disapproved of women’s presence at such places,
and opposed the use of candles or benozin at graves.® In addition, he wrote extensively in defence
of the Prophet in response to some ‘disparaging’ remarks made by the followers of Shah Ismail.’
This resulted in the publication of Subhan al-Subhan aib-i-kidh-i-maybak in 1891. And finally,
Ahmad Raza Khan strove hard to explain. interpret, enforce and popularise the Hanafi doctrines.*

Ahmad Raza Khan was also acutely aware of the importance of resolving the bitter doctrinal
disputes amongst the ulama. This was particularly necessary in view of the growing Hindu-Muslim
schism as manifested in the outbreak of communit violence in parts of the United Provinces, and
in the actualies of sectarian movements, such as the Arya Samaj. He believed that unity among the
ulama and concerted action on their part could the wart the proselytising activitics of both the
Christian missionaries and the Arya Samajists. This led him to join the conference of the Nadwat
al-ulama held in April 1894.° But him enthusiasm for the Nadwat al-ulama dampened soon after
the Mohammedan Educational Conference extended its support the aims and objects of the semi-
nary.!® When the third confcrence of the Nudwar al-ulama was held at Bareilly in April Ahmad
Raza Khan kept aloof; all efforts to draw him into the Nadwa movement failed. The proceedings
of the second conference of the Nadwa in Lucknow was the last proverbial straw.

At the Lucknow Conference, Maulana Muhammad Ali Mungeri (1846-1927) made the extra-
ordinary statement that muldal disagreements and differences amongst Muslims was an unpardon-
able sin. The Barelvis challenged the validity of this assertion.!? They also criticised the view that
the mugallids and the ghair-muqallids had no fundamental incompatibility and that their objec-
tives were the same.!® They argued that there was no common unifying clement between the two.

Soon after the conference Ahmad Raza Khan launched his attack against the Nadwa. He said
that the literature produced by the institution did not conform to the beliefs of the ahl-i-sunnat,
and that the institution was a gimmick of the nechuris, the followers of Syed Ahmad Khan!®

Ahmad Raza Khan had serious differences with the Deoband ulama as well. These came to
the fore in 1905 in the form of his fatwa—Hisam al-Harmain, drafted in 1904 during the Maulany’s
pilgrimage to Mecca and Medina.'® The farwa. signed by thirty-four ulama. d=clared the ulama of
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For this training these.duties are inclusive. If the intention is noble, these situations do not
arise. Imam Abul Ishaq Asfarini, on hearing about such wrong actions of the innovators, went 1o
them on the mountains, to those great scholars who had renounced the world completely and
engaged in their spiritual training. He said to them : “Oh, eaters of dry-grass! You are here and the
followers of Prophet Muha, mad (Peace be upon him) are in troubles of all sorts”. They replied,
“Oh Imam! this is your work because we cannot do it”. He came back and produced literature to
refute the arguments of those people who had initiated these wrong actions.
¢ Do the worldly worries produce some effect on the heart of a true schola?

Yes, the worries of the world do cause a difference in the condition of a scholar’s inspired
heart.
¢ Which days are prescribed for undertaking a journey?

Thursday, Saturday and Monday. It is in the Hadith that he who goes out on Saturday before
sunrise for fulfilment of his need. I am his surely. By the Grace of God, when I went to Mecca and
Madina for pilgrimage for the second time, I started from here and came back from there on one
of these three days. And by God’s Grace the day of my birth is also Saturday.

e  What was the age of Hazrat Abu Bakr Siddiq (May God be pleased with him), at the time of
accepting Islam?

38 years and except Hazrat Usman, the generous, who had a life of 83 years, the other three
Caliphs and Hazrat Amir Muaviah and Prophet Muhammad (S.A. W.) himself had a life of 63 years.
Of course, there were differences of days or months but the year of death was the same.

e Isit or is it not allowed in Islam to eat food of Khatam Shareef of the eleventh day (Giarah-
ween) in the house of a washerman, or to eat or take salary from the house of a prostitute?

There is no harm in eating in the house of a washerman. The ignorant people have spread a
word around that the food in the house of a washerman is impure, but it is completely wrong.
However, it is not allowed to eat in the house of a prostitute. If she gives salary from impure
money, it isn’t allowed; if something is sold to her and she pays from it, that also isn’t allowed.
But if she borrows money and gives it, it is allowed. ' '

e Was the Holy Quran divided into Paras (thirty sections) in the days of the Sahabas?

Imam Jalaluddin Sayuti has collected maximum possible traditions and authentic statements
about the Holy Quran and the matters relating to it in his book “Kitab-ul-Ittquaan’’. There is no
mention of Paras in it (chapters) which implies that there was no division of the Quran into Paras

in his days, though Rukoo had been introduced cight hundred years earlier. The Quranic scholars
had introduced 540 Rukoo excluding the Ahmad Shareef so that if a person reads one Rukoo in
one Taraveeh he can finish the Quran on the 27th night, which is Shab-e-Qadar.
e Isthe date first today? :

It was first yesterday, because the moon was sighted yesterday. It is the second night tonight..
To determine the beginning and the end of dates there are four methods; Firstly, the Christians
reckon a date from midnight to midnight. Secondly, Hindus reckon it from sunrise to sunrise.
Thirdly, the Greeks reckon it from moon to moon and this is used in geometry. Fourthly, the
Muslims reckon it from sunset to sunset, and our interllect accepts it because darkness precedes
Light.
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Sayings (Al-Malfooz) of A'la Hazrat
Maulana Imam Ahmad Raza Khan Bareilvi

Compiled by

The late greatest Mufti of India,
Hazrat Maulana Muhammad Mustapka Raza Khan Bareilvi

and rendered into English by
Professor G.D. Qureshi

New Castle Upon Tyne, England

e  Which thing was created first of all?

It is in Hadith.

“Oh! Jabir, undoubtedly God Abnighty created the light of your Prophet from his own ligit

before everything else.”

e Could I know, sir which thing was created first in the universe?

God Almighty created the sky in four days and the earth in two days: Sunday to Wednesday,

the sky, and Thursday to Friday, the earth. So it was betwcen the afternoon praver (4SAR; and
the sunset prayer (MAGHREB) on Friday that Adam (Peace be upon him) was created.
e  What is the lowest degree of intuitive knowledge?

Hazrat Zunnoon Misri (May God bless his soul) said that he made a journey once and brought

knowledge which was accepted by the ordinary as well as the privileged people. He made the
journey for the second time and brought that knowledge which was accepted only by the privi-
leged people of God: the general public did not agree to own it. He made the journey for the third
time and brought that knowledge which was accepted neither by the ordinary nor by the privi-
leged people.
 Here journey does not mean travelling in the physical sense, but it means a journey of the
heart. This is the true state of his depth of knowledge and the lowest degree would be the trust
and acceptance of that amount of knowledge which one may understand. Hazrat Sheikh Akbar,
and great suffis of this field and scholars have said that the lowest degree of intuitive knowledge
is that a person should affirm the opinions of the scholars of this field, because if he didn’t know
he wouldn't affirm.

Hadith says also: Spend your night till the morning in a way as if you are a scholar or you are
acquiring knowledge or you are listening to a scholar’s sermon; or the lowest manner is that you
should hold the religious scholar in a high esteem, and apart from that any fifth rule would lead
you to destruction. It is forbidden for non-scholar to make a speech on a religious subject.

e  What is the definition of a scholar?

The definition of a scholar is that a man should know his creed well and should be firm in his
belief and should be able to find out the references and quotations from the anthentic books
himself without the help of another person.

e Does one get knowledge only by reading books?
This is not sufficient because one gets knowledge from the words spoken by other people.
e  Sir, is there any age limit for a formal training in religious knowledge of a high level? S
For a training at least eights years are required, but one must continue to aspire for it.
e Should one start this formal training at the age of eighty or should he train himself for a
period of eighty years? A
) The intention is that it takes eighty years if we take into consideration the rational functio-
nfng of this universe on its basic cause and effect theory. But God's kindness and a person’s devo-
tion can intercede and change a beginner into a scholar. If a person devotes himself to this spiri-
tual exercise with a true intention, divine help is ahvays there. God says : “If anybody will try 1o
go on my way, I will certainly guide him by showing the right direction.”
e  Sir, it’s only possible for one to do so if one decides to devote oneself completely to Him. If
oue gives up the material ways of carning one’s livelihood, it is also very difficult and this r-ligious
duty which one imposes upon himself will also have to be given up. ‘
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(v) The most eminent scholar Pakistan Dr. Ghulam Mustafa Khan, (Head of theLDepartment
of Urdu. University of Sind, Hyderabad, Pakistan) discussing the poetry of Ahmad Rida Khan
explained his view about one of his Qasidas as “‘unparalleled in the history of Urdu literature’.
He gave an extension lecture at the University of Karachi on :
Urdu Shad'ri Aur Tasawwuf. .
In this lecture he highly praised the poetry of Ahmad Rida Khan especially a poem from his
Diwan “Hadaq-i-Bakhshish” (1325/1907).*° He expressed :—
It will be advisable to refer to a Devotee of the Holy Prophet (S.A.S.) viz. Mawalana Alimad
Rida Khan (d. 1340/1921) from whom our writers continued to turn a deaf ear but perhaps
he was the only Muslim Theologian who used countless Urdu idioms in his prose and poetry
and made Urdu poetry sublime by hjs"qholarship—-—— —and for whom the love of the Holy
Prophet (S.A.S.) was the main stay of Sufism. (Photstat, p. 29).
(vi} Dr. Farman Fathpuri—a leading writer of Pakistan writes in his book “Urdu Ki Na‘tiyya
Sha'ri”" (Lahore: 1394/1974, p. 86) :— :
‘The name of Ahmad Rida Khan Bareilvi is most prominent among Muslim Theologians as
Na‘at writer.”
(vii) Niyaz Fathpuri, a renowned poet and critic of both India and Pakistan ‘comments on the
poetic art of Mawalana Ahmad Rida Khan as :—
“Poetry and literature are my domains in particular. I have gone through N'atiya poetry of
Almad Rida Khan with interest and attention. The first impression which one gathers from
his poetry is that of his devout love for the Holy Prophet of Islam and secondly one is struck
by his vestness of knowledge, sub-limity of thoughtand excellence of expression. His indivi-
duality is also reflected but simply as a foil to his iove for the prophet in his Na‘ats. This note
of individuality sounds like poetic exaggeration to those who are unaware of his poetic art.
In fact his Ideas are full of realism.-—--—Mawalana Hasrat Mohani (a poet and freedom-
fighter) was also highly appreciative of Ahmad Rida Khan. . . ... ... Alimad Rida Khan was
also well-versed in Arabic idiom and the art of scansion.” :
(Quoted in “Tardjuman-i-Ahl-i-Sunnat, Karachi, \
December, 1975 : p. 28) , :
(viii) Recently Shafiq Bareilvi has published a beautiful collection of selected Na‘ats with the
title of “Armughan-i-Na‘at (Karachi, 1975). In this collection he has included the Na‘at of Ahmad
Rida Khan.®°

Demise

Ahmad Rida Khan gave verdicts (Fatwas) for more than half a century (from 1286/1896—
1336/1921) fortified the faith of Muslim masses and showed right path to the Muslim Politicians
at that critical juncture of 1920. Thus he completed his mission and now he was preparing for his
last journey. On Friday 25th Safar 1340/1921, he left this mundane world for heaven.’! His -
mausoleum is situated at Bareilly (U.P., India). His death anniversary is commemorated all over
Indo-Pakistan Sub~continent on 24th and 25th Safar, and special issues of newspapers and perio-
dicals are published. ’
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Mawlana Sayyid Muhammad Muhaddith (d. 1383/1963).
Mawlana Muhammad Na‘im al-Din (d. 1367/1948).3¢
Mawlana Sayyid Muhammad Alumad (d. 1380/1961).
Mufti Muhammad ‘Umar (d. 1385/1966).

Mawlana Muhammad ‘Abd al-‘Alim (d. 1374/1954)%7
Mawlana Muhammad Sharif (d. 1371/1951).

Mawlana Abd al-Hamid Badyuni (d. 1390/1970).

Ahmad Rida Khan had strong hold on Muslim masses and it was masses that made the move-
ment of Pakistan a success. The majority of the Muslim voters was under the influence of lum,
his caliphs, desciples and pupils. So the credit should go to him and lis followers. Historians
of the world especially of Indo-Pak Subcontinent shouid draw their attention to this most sizni-
ficant aspect of freedom movement.?®

The love of Holy Prophet (S. A. S.) is the summum bonum of Islamic politics and has played
" important role in the history of Muslim World. Ahmad Rida Khan was the Torch Bearer of this
love in the Indo-Pak Sub-continent. The only Motto of his life was the “love of the Holy Prophet”
(S. A. S.) and he could leave no stone unturned in defending this love. Throughout his life and
in all his works he maintained this Motto and in this respect he could not compromise with any.

His poetry totally depended on this love. Hence it has great religio-political importance. He
awakend the Muslim Nation from a sound sleep, purified their hearts and kindled the fire of love
in an atmosphere where the people tried their best to extinguish it. -

Nowns L=

* Literary Services

Ahmad Rida Khan was a poet of high caliber. He adopted Na'at.39 the most difficult of all
the branches of poetry, but all the same he reached at the highest pinnacles. He was an unrivalled
lover of tie Holy Prophet (S. A. S.), a great scholar and a great saint. These mental and spiritual
qualities elevated his poetry and made it highly ecstatic, lucid and profusely rich with thetorics.©

It is regretted that the Urdu literature has been the target of sectarianism. that is why he was
deliberately neglected in Urdu literature by the latter historians and biographers. And even today
the scholars hesitate to appreciate his poetry with open heart due to sectarian bias.

For the first time, after half a century, Mawlana Kawthar Niyazi the Minister of Religious
Affairs, Government of Pakistan, and himself a brilliant poet, publicly paid homage to A/vnad
Rida Khan which is most daring and highly appreciable. In a gathering at Karachi, on 13 April.
1975/1395 he expressed his feclings in his presidential address as under:—

There born a person in Bareilly who was the Imam (Guide) of Na‘at writers and whose name i3

Ahmad Rida Khan Bareilvi. 1t is possible that some might differ from him on some points

or the difference may be on some dogmas, but there is no doubt that his Na‘ats are complete-

ly full with the love of Holy Prophet (S. A. 5.).*! :

How astonishing it is that from 1920 to 1970 A.D. he remained in darkness as a poct in
literary circles. But since 1970 the sincere efforts of some workers like Hakim Muhammad Musa
(Lahore) etc. have turned the tables. And it is mainly due to his efforts that scholars of Pakistan
have made the facts come to light. A few facts about thepoetry of Alumad Rida Ki:an are present-
ed here, from which one can easily judge his rank among the poets of Urdu.

() Mirza Dagh of Delhi (d. 1323/1905) was the teacher of Hasan RidaKhan, the younzer
brother of Ahmad Rida Khan. Onc day he enjoyed a versc of Ahmad Rida Khan by the lips ot Mis
younger brother. Being intoxicated he remarked :—

“Lo, a Mawlavi,*? and such a fine verse!”*?

(ii) The Qasida-i-Na'‘tiyya (economium in praise of the Holy Prophet S.A.S.) of Molsin
Kakorvi (d. 1323/1905) is considered to be the best in Urdu literature. But when Moksin limself
called on Ahmad Riada Khan to recite his Qasida before him and listened his Qasida M‘radjiyya
(encomium in praise of the Holy Prophet’s Ascension),** Mohsin had been so impressed that he
folded his own Qasida and put it in his pocket.**

(ili) Commenting on this Qasida-i-M‘radjiyya the eminent poets of Lucknow expressed their
view unanimously :—
“It language has been washed in “Kauthar’” (name of a river in Paradisc).*®
(iv) The well-known commentator of Dr. Muhammad Igbal, to Poet of the East, Professor
Yusuf Salim Chishti commending the SALAM*? of Ahmad Rida Khan says :—
ghere“i;s hardly any person who does not remember two or four lines of his SALAM hy
eart,
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to this fact. He reviewed and revolutionised the Muslim Scociety, especially the Muslims of Indo-
Pak Suh<ontinent, that is why the Arab scholars like Shaykh Ismail bin Khalil and Shaykh Musa
‘Ali Sham commended him as the Revivalist of the 14th Century A.H,

- Ifhe s cailed the Revivalist of this Century it will be right and true.?*

The Muslim Savant and saints all over the world apprecia ted his services to Jslam and bore
testimoney to his extraordinary scholarship.? )

In 1322/1904 he founded Dar-al-Ulum Manzar-i-Islam at Bareilly (U.P. India), which played
an important role, but the fame and prestige of Almad Rida Khan was not indebted to this
Dar al-Ulum Like othess. Scores of Dar al-Ulum in India and especially in Pakistan are under his
influence.

Almad Rida Khan infused the zeal of preaching and missionary work to his Caliphs, descip-
les, and gupils. Some of them rendered great services to Islam which must be recorded in the
history.2® His renowned Caliph Mawlana Muhammad ‘Abd al-‘Alim Siddigi (d. 1374/1954)
toured all over the world, propagated Islam and made hundreds and thousands non-Muslims
embrace /slam. He met the world renowned Irish dramatist and philosopher George Bernard
Shaw on 17th of April, 1935, during his visit to Mombassa and discussed the religious problems
with him. After the discussion when they parted Shaw expressed his feelings as under: —

I have been very pleased to make acquaintance and it will be the most precious of all memories

of this trip of mine.27

‘Abdal-‘Alint3 son Mawlana Shah Ahmad Nurani?® and son-in-law Dr. Fadl al-Rahman Ansari®®
(d. 1394/1974) also rendered great services to Islam. The later compiled a unique book in English
with the title :—

“The Quranic Foundations and Structure of Muslim Society”,

(Karachi, 1973).30

Political Services

Mawlana Ahmad Rida Khan, as stated earlicr, was the grandson of Mawlana Rida ‘Al Khan'
(d. 1282/1866), the great theologian and warrior who fought with General Bakht Khan against
English invaders in 1250/1834. Genera: Hudson announced a reward of Rs. 500.00 for the one
who could behead him. An English historian writes that Rida ‘Ali Khan did his best against English
dominaticn and supported the frecdom fighters with horses and weapons3!,

Geing the grandson of such a warrior he could not remain aloof from Freedom Movement.
Although he did not take any active part yet he paved the way for freedom with his brilliant
philosophy based on the Holy Quran and Hadith. It is his love of freedom that the personalities
like Mawlana Fadli-Hay (4. 1278/1861)3?, and the Martyr peot Mawlana Kifayat ‘Ali Kaft (d.
1275/1858)%3 had been his favourite models.

He was against Hindu-Muslim Unity. This was the basic idea which can rightly be called the
toundation of Pakistan.

In 1920, when the Islamia College, Lahore, was entangled in non<o-operation movement,
with the suguestion of Dr. Muhammad Iqbal (the Poet of the East) and the Members of Anjuman.i-
Himayat al-Islamn, Prof. Hakim ‘Ali the Vice Principal of Islamia College, presented an Istifta
before Amad Rida Khan. He was seriously ill at that critical juncture but he gave his verdict un-
dauntedly which was published as a treatise with the title of :—

Al-Muhadjdja- al-Mu'taminag®?,

This treatise can be called a precious and valuable document for freedom fighters. It paved
the way and changed the ideas of the great politicians like Dr. Muhammad Iqbal and Qaid-i-A ‘zam
M. A. Jinnah.

His caliplis, desciples and pupils took active part in freedom movement, They had discussion
with Abw al-Kalam Azad and Ali Brothers (i.e. Mawlana Muhammad ‘Al and Mmlvlana Shaukat
‘ali). ’

On 13th Radjab 1339/1920 a public meeting was held at Bareilly under the auspices of
Dyam yyat-i-Ulama-i-Hind. Maulana Abu Al-Kalam Azad, the first Minister of Education of Bharat
(India) was on the stage. Ahmad Rida Kian’s Caliphs Mawl! na Sayyid Sulayman Ashraf, Mawlana
Muhammad Zafar Al-Din, Mawlana Hamid Rida Khan (the elder son of Ahmad Rida Khan)
Mawlana Burhan al-Haq, ctc., were also invited, They had open and free discussions on political
issues publicly with Mawlana Abu al-Kalam Azad and refuted Hindu-Muslim Unity.3$ .

In 1946/1366 an ideal conference was held at Benares (India) Hundreds and thousand
‘Ulamas (followers of Ahmad Rida Khan) from all over Indo-Pak Sub-continent attended.this
corfereres A resolution was unanimously passed in favour of Pakistan and thenceforward his
caliphs and desciples and followers expanded and enhanced their political activities all over Indo-
Pak Sub-continent.?$ Among them the following were prominent :--



/6

The renowned Theologian-cum-politician figure of Pakistan Mawalana Abu al-A'‘la Mawadidi
writes in his letter (dated 12 February 1974 addressed to the editor of The Monthly Tardjuman-i-
Ahl-i-Summat, Karachi) : -

In my eyes the late Mawalana Ahmad Ridr Khan was the bearer of religious knowledge and
insight and was a respectable leader of the majority of Muslims ©

(4) Dr. ‘Abd Allah (the Chairman. Department of Encyclopaedia of Islam, University of the
Punjab. Lahore) writes :

A scholar is the mind and tongue of his nation. And a Muslim Scholar whose axis of thought

is the Quran and the Prophetic Tradition; is the interpreter of science and learning : the

proclaimer of truth and righteousness and the benefactor of humanity. It will be no exaggera-
tion if I say that Mawalana Ahmad Rida Khan was a scholar of the same kind.'®

(5) Mr. Khurshid Ahmad while discussing the scholarship of Ahmad Rida Khan remarks :

“Mawalana Ahmad Rida Khan is the founder of Bareilvi school of thought and one of the

most important scholars of this era. He had started writing in the last quarter of nineteenth

century A.D. and this continued till his death in 1921. A part from jurisprudence and Tafsir

(commentry of Holy Quran) he was master in Philosophy and Mathematics. The standard of

his writings is very high. Besides the translation of Holy Quran in idiomatic Urdu he had

contributed several books in Arabic language on pure scholastic topics. He had also written
_ books in refutation of Ahl-Hadith and Ulama-i-Deoband.'® _

(6) The editor of the monthly Ma‘arif (a leading journal of India) observes :—

The late Mawalana Ahmad Rida Khan was a great scholar, writer and a jurist of his time. He
wrote treatises pertaining to hundreds and thousands of minor and major problems concerning
jurisprudence.?®

The editor of “Les Nouvellous” (Prort Louis/Mauritius) writes :—

Maulana Imam Ahmad Rida Khan (R.A.) is a renowned writer of Islam. Among his literary

works of about 700 books, he wrote the famous Fatava+-Ridawiyya in twelve volumes, each

consisting of about 850 pages. He had a profound knwoledge of science too, for he was a

Master of Mathematics and Astronomy. He dedicated his whole life to the religion of Allah

and acted as a shield against those who wanted to assault the principles of the AN-i-Sunnat wa

Juma‘at, for he was truly a great defender of the Faith. On his visit to Mecca and Madina, he

was greeted with great dignity and was conferred upon the title of Imam-i-Ahl-i-Sunnat” by

cminent theologians. They hailed lim as a “Reformer ot this Ceningy ™. nd adopted him as
their Spiritual Guide.22

(7) A well-known author and critic of Indo-Pak Subcontinent Mr. Nivaz Fath Puri expressed
his impressions regarding Ahmad Rida Khan as under :—

“I had the good opportunity to meet Ahmad Rida Khan, who was an exceptionally gifted

person. His study was both varied and intensive and reflected itself in his demeanour. In spite

of humility and good-naturedness, he had a strange air of awe over his face.”

(Quoted in “Tarijuxiun-i-Sunnat”, Karachi, December, 1975 : p. 27).

Lean and thin yet he possessed a gigantic personality. He left a profound influence over his
epoch. Nonc among his contemvoraries was so powerful as to influence the majority of Muslim
population of Indo-Pak Sub-continent all alone from East to West and from North to South.

Dr. S. M. Ikram, a renowned Pakistani scholar spotlights this influence as under :-

.. .but it is popular among the masses, and in West Pakistan especially in South West Part of

Punjab its hold is strong.??

Religous Services :

The religious turn of mind of Ahmad Rida Khan was in creed and law unalterably determined
by the old traditional views. Though he was well versed in scores of branches of knowledge yet in
the later years he restricted his interest in the following branches of religious leanings :

(i)  To support and defend the Holy Prophet (S.A.W.)
(ii)  To uproot the innovations prevalent in Muslim society.
(iii}  To issue Fatawa according to the Hanafi school of jurisprudence.?

He hit the targets in these fields with unshakable confidence and accuracy that none among
his contemporary scholars could claim to be his equal. This is not an exaggretion. His voluminous
works, a hidden treasure to be explored by the orientalists of the world, will bear the testimony

3




15

NEGLECTED GENIUS OF THE EAST
Professor Muhammad Masood Ahmad
Parentage Parentage

Mawalana Ahmad Rida Khan was born at Bureilly. (India) in 1272/ 1856. His father Mawalana
Nagi ‘Ali Khan (d. 1297/1880) and grandfather Mawalana Rida ‘Ali Khan (d. 1282/1866) were
celebrated theologians recognized as such by academic circles of the entire subcontinent.t

Educational Career

Mawalana Ahmad Rida Khan completed his education career under his father? as well under
famous scholars like :-~
Shaykh Ahmad bin Zayn Dahlan Makki (d. 1299/1881).
Shah Al-i-Rasul (d. 1297//1879).
Shaykh ‘Abd-al-Rahman Makki (d. 1301/1883).
Shaykh Husavn bin Saleh (d. 1302/1884).
Shah Abuw al-11i:.; 1 thmad (d. 1324/1906).

A ods Lot —

Scholarship

Muawalana Ahmad Rida Khan was astonishingly well versed in more than fifty branches of
learning pertaining to Ancient Sciences®. Modern Sciences, * Current Sciences and Orientel Lear-
nings and left contributions in all these academic disciplines. His caliph Mawalzna iiuiurnmad
Zafer al-Din (d. 1382/1962) had compiled his chronological bil;iugraphy al-Mudjmal al-Mu'ddid in
1327-1909 i.e. 12 years before the death of Afwnad Rida Kunan. In this bibiography he has men-
tioned about 350 books and treatises on more than fifty branches of knowledge.® His knowledge
was indeed encyclopaedic.”

Sufisin

In 1294/1%27 he went with his father to visit Shah Al-i-Rasul (d. 1297/1879). He was admit-
ted to the Qadiriyya Order and was permitted to enrole and train neophytes. He had similar
authority in thirteen other vrders.® '

Pilgrimage

In 1295/1878 he went with his father for the first pilgrimage and got diplorhas from famous
Arab scholars at Mecca.® In 1323/1905 he proceeded for his second pilgrimage. During his stay at
Mecca and Madina he won the respect of noted scholars whe wisited him and received from him
diplomas and Fatawa.'°

Master Jurist

On 14th Shaban 1286,1869 he started issuing Fatawa and gave verdicts on Muslim jurispro-
dence.'! At that time he was only a boy of less than 14 years old,'? Afterwards he attained such
cminence in this ficld that the scholars of the Indo-Pak subcontinent and also of the Islamic World
acknowledged him as a great Jurist."® He had full command over Muslim Jurisprudence so much
so that he differed in certain verdicts with the great Islamic savants like ‘Allama Shami, ‘Allama
Tahtawi, Shah Wali Allah etc.'® He had great insight in Figh. The following Savants, Scholars,
philosophers and Journalists highly praised his scholarship and command over Muslim Jurispru-
dence. '

The poet of the East Dr. Muliammad Iqbal remarked :-

“Such a genius and intelligent jurist did not emerge.”!$

The Great Mufti of India Shah Muhammad Mazhar Allah, Comniending Ahmad Rida Khan
writes ;—

“I do think Mawalana Ahmad Rida Khan was the genius and a great scholar of Ahl-i-Sun n at
wa Djamat.’"
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Blessed be my beloved benefactor,
Descendant of God’s Last messenger.
Blessed be the embodiment of Light,
Helping others to attain spiritual height.

" Blessed be Ahl-e-Sunnat till eternity,

Without judgement or uccountability.
Blessed be, Oh God, myself in the end,
For liking thosc, whom you befriend.

Blessed be my kind ancestors,
Parents, brothers, sisters and teachers.

Blessed be our Prophet’s followers,
Who seck God's help in their prayers.

Blessed be his presence with grace,

On the judgement day, with divine praise.

Blessed be Mustafa, mercy for mankind,

May angels sing it with Riza and his kind.
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Blessed be the man, who re-established caliphatc,
Renowned fourth pillar of the Islamic state,
Blessed be that rare marvel of Nature,

Whose sword flashed in his victory over Khyber.
Blessed be that supoorter of Islamic light,

Who defeated the enemies of Islam with might.
Blessed be those muslims, fair and just,

Who had, before and after victory, in God their.
Blessed be that Muslim’s eyes and vision,

Even once who saw Prophet’s sweet complexion.

Blessed be those who are loved by God,
Whose enemies have bzen cursed by God.

Blessed be the pious, whose forehzads shine,
Who drink and distribute the spiritual wine.

Blessed be his descendents male,
On whom his preaching did prevail.

Blessed be his love of humanity,
A model of grace and morality.

Blessed be Four Imams of Law,
Ahmed, Malik, Shafice, Abu Hanifa.
Blessed be the leaders of Islamic way,
Who equally excelled in the mystic way.

Blessed b: that marvel of natwic,
Ghaus-ul-Azam, the divine leader.

Blessed be that pillar of Islam,

Who saw this world in his palm.
Blessed be that man’s mysticism,
Who out-shone othets in realism.

Blessed be that foot-miraculous.
Which stood on the neck of the virtuous.

Blessed be that King of graces,
Of past and present, of all places.

Blessed be that fragrant flower,
Of Muhammed’s virtuous power.

Blessed be the pride of Quadri Creed,
Hamza, God and Prophet’s Lion, indeed.

Blessed be the man, admittedly best,

In name, body and aou} from the rest.



131,
132,
133,

134,

140.
141,

142,

12
Blessed be Prophet’s dynasty indeed,
Unsurpassed in courage and creed.

Blessed be that wedlock of honour,
Between the Prophet and Siddique’s daughter.

Blessed be that face, holy and bright,
Which God praised in tae Surah of Light.

Blessed be the house so honoured,
That even Gabriel by permission entered.

Blessed be the adjudicator of four schools,
Which interpret ali the Islamic rules.

Blessed be the disciples of the messenger,
Who stood by him in battles of Uhad and Badar.

Blessed be the group of ten wise-men,
Who were assured of places in heaven,

Blessed be that radiant appearance,
Which was called by God into his presence.

Blessed be that pride of Caliphate,
Follower of Prophet, true and consummate.

Blessed be Siddique’s company and pelf.
Who is next to none but the Prophet himself.

Blessed be the man sincere and kind,
Who advised the Prophet, with heart and mind.

Blessed be Umar, God’s true friend,
Whose enemies awaited a bitter end.

Blessed be that administrator strong,
Helper of the right, enemy of the wrong.

Blessed be his justice and fairplay,

‘Who worked for the Prophet in every way.

Blessed be that spiritually rich worshipper,
Who offered with Prophet in poverty his prayer.
Blessed be the man who earned the rar honours,
Of marrying to the Prophet his two daughters.
Blessed be Usman the generous and rare,

Who attained martyrdom while in prayer.
Blessed be Murtaza, the Lion of God,

Who Vanquished the cruel with an iron rod.
Blessed be the leader of knowledge mystique,
Whose heredity and virtue were unique.
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Blessed be the brave Lion’s Stride,
Who won bold Hamza to his side.

Blessed be all his habits fair,
May God bless his every hair.

Blessed be his eventful life,

 Peace motivated whose strife.

Blessed be his devoted friends,

Pease on whom every Muslim sends.
Blessed be Prophet’s family members,
Who are all like heavenly flowers.

Blessed be that garden of piety,

Whose plants grew with the water of purity.
Blessed be their nascent purity,

Who belong to our Prophet’s family.
Blessed be that symbol of honour,

Pious Batool, our Prophet’s daughter.
Blessed be the veils of graces,

Which from sun and moon hid their faces.

Blessed be our Prophet’s beloved daughter,
Pious, pure and women’s leader.

Blessed be Hassan, the generous leader,
Who rode on Prophet’s shoulder.

Blessed be his glorious magnificence,
Symbol of knowledge and eloquence.

Blessed be the sweet sermons on culture,
Preached by the honey-tongned messenger.

lessed be the martyr, red-attired,
In the desert of Karbala who expired.

Blessed be our departed leader,
Gem of Najaf, the sun of honour.

Blessed be those symbols of piety,
Mothers of the muslim community.
Blessed be those emblems of modesty,
Members of the House of dignity.
Blessed be Prophet’s bosom friend,
Whose affection and loyalty knew no end.

Blessed be that home blissful,
Declared by God as Peaceful.
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86. Blessed be his God-loved face,
'And his childhood charm and grace.
87. Blessed be the sweet buds blossoming,
And tbe plants gradually growing.

"88. Blessed be his habit of keeping dway,
As a child from meaningless play.

89. Blessed be his unpretentious style,
Informal but very encouraging smile,

90. Blessed be his ways immaculate,
| In every sense pious and great.

91, Blessed be his symbolic assertions,
Easy solutions to difficult situations.

92. Blessed be his simple-mindedness,
Leading to acts of selflessness.

93, Blessed be he who went to pray,
[n a cavc alone, by night or day
94. Blessed be his spiritual domain,
Of beings, celestial and mundane. |
95. Blessed be his mission of Islam,
Replacing violence by peace and calu.
96. Blessed be nights of relaxation,
And nights of prayer and meditation.

97. Blessed be the drops of rain gracious.
And rays of the morning auspicious.

98. Blessed be his love for the repentent,
And his firmness with the insolent.

99. Blessed be his prophetic grandenr,
"Before whom bowed every Eniperor.

100. Blessed be he who stood in God's 1.ght,
While Moses fainted just at first stght.

101. Blessed be the face bright as moon.
Which dispelled the darkness so soon

102. Blessed be the Victors’ Holy cry,

' ~ Echoing on eurth and in the Sky.

103. Blessed be those brave liberators,
Who defeated the cruel dictators.

104. Blessed be Prophet Mustafa’s bravery,
Jingling swords bore whose testimony.
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Blessed be the strength of nation,

An crblem of learings consummation.
Blessed be that hand's generosity,
Which ushered in an era of prosperity.
Blessed be the strength of that.arm,
Which bore all the burdens, without alarm,
Blessed be his hands and their vigour,
Two pillars of our religion and culture.
Blessed be his palm, clear and bold,
Whose lines “‘courage’’ foretold.
Blessed be his fingers, long and bright,
Which looked like fountajns of light.

Blessed be his crescent-like nail,
Which brought health in its trail,

Blessed be his denunciation of rage,

And commendation of love and courage,
Blessed be his heart’s sensitivity,

Which understood the mystery of unity,
Blessed be that millionaijre’s appetit,
Who ate, what a poor man might.
Blessed be that magnanimous mind,
Which sought God’s mercy for mankind.

Blessed be his knees exhalted,
Whose greatness Prophet’s acknowledged.

Blessed be the steps in right direction,
Which led humanity nearest to perfection.

Blessed be those feet and the way,
The Quran swore by whose pathway.

Blesscd be the moment of Prophet’s birth,

When unsurpassed glory spread over the earth.

Blessed be the praver for man's salvation,
Utrered by him in first prostratbn.

Blessed be that fortunate breast,
Which fed him at God’s behest.
Blessed be his regard for others,
Used one, left other breast for brothers.

Blessed be the glory of Prophethood,
Finest flower in the garden of manhood.




s~ s+ P o AR b ] S e R i A S & % e

48,

49,

50.

51,

52.

33.

54.

58,

S6.

57.

58.

63.

64.

65.

66.

3]

Blessed be his suitable height,
To look at him was a real delight.

Blessed be that beaming complexion,
Which gave the onlookers a satisfaction.
Blessed be his beautiful skin,

Which said that men are samne within,
Blessed be that fragrént sweat,

On workers which had a great inipact,

Blessed be the hair on his chin,
Holy, clean, soft and thin.

Blessed be his beard’s boon,
Glowing like the halo of the moon,
Blessed be his lips, ih talk or repose,
Which resembled petals of a rose.

Blessed be the mouthk, devoted to teach,
What God desired him to preach.

Blessed be the freshness of his palate,
Which in desert flowers did create.

Blessed be his saliva's power,

Which changs( hardyto soft water.

Blessed be his tongue, gifted and trus,
Speaking words, which God wanted him to.

Blessed be his persuasive speech,
Evil to quell, and virtue to teach.

Blessed be his rare gift of eloquence,

Which won the hearts of his audience.

Blessed be that moment of God’s beneficence,
Which guaranted his prayer’'s acceptance.

Blesse.l be that luminous galaxy,
Which threw God's men into ccstasy.

Blessed be his smile’s influence,
To relax people, if they were tensé.

Blessed bz that tbroat’s rare quality,
Fresh as milk, and sweet as honey.
Blessed be his shoulders, dignified,
In'whom dignity itself took pride.

Blessed be the Prophet’s seal that shone,
An in Kaaba shines the black stone.
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Blessed be the focal point of revelation,
Initiating the process of God's manifestation.

Blessed be that gardener’s noble strife,
Who gave withering flower’s a new life.
Blessed be that symbol of beneficence,
Without a shadow or equal in any sense.
Blessed be that, embodiment of grace,
Birds of heaven sing whose praise.
Blessed be that broad forehead,

Truth on which was always read.

Blessed be that king of Kings,
Whose name instant success brings.

Blessed be those tresses black,
Vision’s feast and mercy’s track.

36. Blessed be that stately parting,

37.
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42,
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Day coming in and night departing.
Blessed be his act of combing,

‘Which left lovers’s hearts throbbing.

Blessed be those ears that hear,
Every sound {rom far and near.

Blessed be the dynasty Hashimite,
Dazzling wave in a flood of light.
Blessed be his head and the hair,
Which the crown of success wear.

Blessed be those eyebrows,
For which the niche of Kuaba bows.

Blessed be the shade benign,
Of eyelashes black and fine.

Blessed be his eyes, those gems, |
From which mercy’s fountain stegps.
Blessed be that rose of nature,
Glorious symbol of Creator. -

Blessed be the look affectionate,
Caring, kind and compassionate.
Blessed be his awe and dignity,

Best in piety and humility.

Blessed be the cheeks so bright,

That they bedimmed the moonlight.
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Blessed be the sovércign, wise and high,
whose rule extends from earth to sky.

Blessed be the giver of blessings diversc,

On whose account God created the universe.

Blessed be the best of all Prophets,
The most kind and last of the Prophets.

Blessed bs he wio merged in God’s light,
And established the rule of right over might

Blessed be the Prophet, most distinguished,
Matchless, exquisite and unparalleled.

Blesscd be the star that brightly shone,
And in size had gradually grown.

Blessed be the jewcl of Nature’s plenty,
Whose knowledge extended from here to externity.

Blessed be the strength of the helpless,

. Committed to the uplift of the pznniless.

Blessed be our Prophet’s perfection,
Which bore divine unity's reflection.

Blessed be the balm in hardship and dismay,
Whose aim in life is justice and fairplay.
Blessed be my strength in misery,

My hope and wealth in poverty.

Blessed be the clue to mystic signs.,

That throws light on God’s design.

_ Blessed be the totality of most and least,

That changes a pantheist into a monotheist.

Blessed be the success after patience,
How nice ! if shortage is followed by abundance.

Blessed be our Prophet’s supplications,
Which met God Almighty’s approbations.

Blessed be our valued patron in poverty,
Who leads us out of adversity.

Blessed oe his caring concere fur the vicious,
And a saustying affection for the tightesus.
Blessed be the prime cause ! creation,

The final medium of human salvation,
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Blessed be: Mustafa, mercy for mankiad
God’s Light true way to find,

Ala-Hazrat Shah Ahmed Riza Khan’s

G.D. Qureshi

Blessed be Mustafa, mercy for madkind,
God’s light, the right way to find.

Blessed be the highest of the high,
The brightest star of prophecy’s sky.

Blessed be the sovereign of Kaaba and paradise,
Who is compassionate, merciful and wise.

Blessed be the hero on the night of his ascension,
The apple of the peopie’s eye in heaven.

Blessed be the splendour of the next world,
Dignity, justice and grandeur of this world.
Blessed be his noble mind,

The most sublime of its kind.

Blessed be the source of knowledge divine,
Outstanding and the last in the Prophef’s line. _
Bizssed be the point of Life’s hidden unity,

And also the centre of its visible diversity,
Blessed be Nature's privileged one,

Who divided the mwon and called back the sun.

Blessed be the blanket, rich in mystic quality.
TTeder which the foed increased in quantity.




4

The name of Professor Dr.Muhammad
Masood Ahmed need. no introduction. He has
so far written a large number of books in
different languages on Imam Ahmed Raza.
His mission in life is to present the life and
work of Imam Ahmed Raza before the
International Community. His article "Neglected
Genuis of the East" unveils the curtains from
the multidimentional personality of Imam Ahmed
Raza.

Mr. Wajahat Rasool Qadri, in his article
"The Role of Imam Ahmed Raza in Up-Holding
the sanctity of Holy Prophet (Sallallaho-Alai-
He-Wassallum) has presented the most important
aspect of the life of Imam Ahmed Raza.
He has also traced the history of the
developments of the various schools of thought
in its historical background which, it is hoped,
will prove to be an eye opener for the Muslim
Ummabh.

On our part we have made all possible
efforts to make this issue as comprehensive
as it could have been possible for us. However,
suggestions for its improvements in subsequent
issues from oufr readers would be most welcome.

EDI1TOR
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FOREWORD

We bow our heads before Almightv Allah
Who bestowed upon us the honour to present
to you this first English section of "Moarif-e-
Raza" in its sixth year of publication. What
necessitated inclusion of articles in english language
was the fact that now "Moarif-e-Raza" is also
the centre of attraction in a number of Western
and African countires because of the informative
and thought provoking articles with which its
every issue is decorated. :

The selection of articles for english section
was an enormous task since a lot has been written
in this language as well on the multidimensional
personality of Ala Hazrat Imam Ahmed Raza and
the work left by him. Howeéver, we have tried
our level best to choose such articles which
€ncompass, to certain extent, the important aspects
of his life and works.

"SAYINGS OF IMAM AHMED RAZzZA"
(AL-MALF0O0Z) penned down by his illustrious
son HUZOOR MUFTI-E-AZAM HIND MUSTAFA
RAZA KHAN (R.A,) and translated into english
by Mr.G.D. Qureshi, (England) reflects the vision
and wisdom of Imam Ahmed Raza. The english
version of his internationally famous Salam
"MUSTAFA JAN-E-REHMAT PE LAKHON SALAM"
is also included in this first english issue.

"BARELVIS & KHILAFAT MOVEMENT" by
Professor Jamal Uddin, New Delhi, India, is a
historic document which depicts the role played

by Imam Ahmed Raza-in the struggle for creation
of Pakistan.
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